
The Learner 
When Barry Sinclair started his Business and 
Administration qualification at Angus College, he 
knew that achieving the qualification would be a real 
challenge. 

However, using the online portfolio system helped 
him to see very quickly the results of his hard work. 
As his IT skills grew, so did his confidence. Barry 
became very proficient in the use of the e-portfolio 
system and took the lead in uploading and marking 
up his evidence. The resultant feedback from his 
assessor, both face to face and via the contact diary, 
meant he began to communicate more confidently 
with his tutors, peers and assessor.

“Barry was so comfortable using the system it got to 
a level that he was supporting other students in the 
class.” 

Barry has now developed so much in an IT context 
and on a personal confidence level that he has applied 
for, and been accepted on, a full time computing 
course next year.

The Assessor
Barry’s Assessor, Angela Mearns, is also appreciative 
of the College’s e-portfolio system. 

“I didn’t have to carry around great 
big folders. I could just log onto 
my system at anytime, anywhere 
and check my candidates’ 
progress”

The very visual progress display used by Learning 
Assistant also means that every time a learner logs 
in, they are instantly aware of their success and 
progress. Angela also loves the fact that e-portfolio 
keeps the evidence secure.

“Sometimes, if you’re doing a paper based portfolio 
I could say “Where’s this piece of evidence?” and 
someone would have to go and look for it. But using 
the e-portfolio, when you’ve uploaded it, it’s safe. 
Everything is there we have uploaded – the videos, 
voice recordings and digital photographs.”

e-portfolio enabled
s u c c e s s  s t o r y Angus College

Angus College have been using the Learning Assistant e-portfolio to deliver a variety of 

vocational qualifications over the last four years. Barry Sinclair used the e-portfolio to 

complete a Business and Administration qualification.  
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The Verifier 
Barry’s Verifier, Marie Stewart, admits that at first she 
was unsure about e-portfolios.

“I liked my paper, it was tangible, I could take it home 
with me, I could look at it if I needed too, I could 
make sure everything was in place. I was a little bit 
lacking confidence about things like authenticity 
of evidence. But with the paper based system it’s 
cumbersome.”

However, through experience of using it, Marie’s 
team have worked closely with Learning Assistant to 
ensure that the e-portfolio system met the needs of 
the College.

“Learning Assistant is just so accessible. I’ve never 
yet tried to login and the system has been down. 
Never – in four years. The fact that it is online means 
that I can access it from anywhere. It has been a 
continually evolving program that is meeting the 
needs of everyone.”

 “It’s cost effective, it’s environmentally friendly, we 
don’t have to take extra copies of paper work with 
us. I can set a portfolio up anywhere as long as there 
is internet access, and the candidate has instant 
access to their portfolio.”

“I can do completion ratios, I’ve got the online 
evaluations that the candidates are assigned that I 
just pull onto my annual course reports.”

The Awarding Body
The awarding body for Barry’s course was the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority (SQA). SQA have been very 
supportive of Angus College’s use of e-portfolios. 
External Verifiers from SQA have been able to access 
the portfolios remotely, as the system allows for this 
facility to be set up by the college.
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Watch the whole interview at 

www.learningassistant.com/success-stories

“Learning Assistant is just so 
accessible. I’ve never yet tried to 
login and the system has been 
down. Never – in four years.”

Marie Stewart, Verifier.
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